Alex Zander:
Tell e & littfe about
B your background-
R where you slaried,

§ how you started,
and where you're
b from...
Susan Russell;
¥l I'va done alf kinds of

siuff. twas ina band
way hack, | played the Chicago Club Circuit- i was called TV
Sel. We played Metro, Cubby Bear, wa played what i now
Excalibur, that used 1o be the Limelight. It was a lot of fun; |
played bass and synthesizer. | have done modeling. |
presenily wosk In flms—{ have worked in films, I'm a dancer a
musician, averything! What got me in this was when | was
doing interviews for this big show out here called Mator Spors
Unfimited, | was ong of the girls In heels and feathers in-the
Las Vegas style out it with hot pink lectasds, cleavage, and all
mguyswjdwhhﬂeathmmegato shows,
but it was fots of fun! i taught me w0 just go up o any edect
strangey, ask them guestions, get right in

, they trust you, you'll gef that, So, thal's
Edid.ﬁlmlftﬁtgdsos%&ﬁﬁ:%?&d@\gﬂﬁt'sm
playing the bimbo, just one of the gids. | have an edication
and want 10 use my mind and have some sort of artist: controf
50 & lot of people startedf to me {o move ahsad,
since | love music and have a background in it. So { went
decided fo do this show, and it stared 10 be a success!

AZ: S whal brought, you to Chicage?

SR: What brought e to Chicago was my ex!

AZ: Classic story.

SE: He brought me here, and here | am-you know, from
NewYak.meB% Bt you wanna know the truth? Once
i came here | on the bus, 1 looked on the L felevated
train} and | was fike, “this is like & mint New York” its not that
dmmm%.a&dammm?vwsp{mmddhdped
me craate a8 whole different vision because people out here
didn't really come -with that high speed energy that | did, but
paople picked up o it My sense of fashion, my sense of
myﬁwv&nmmm&mmmwmm

_ Aﬁgf?mdidywdomMﬁmmedhem?mew
ina -

SR When | first moved here | had st had my first child
and | was going 1o art school, Fwent to the Art instiuie. # ook
me forever o graduate becatse | was going part time and shuff
ke that. We were in the band, immediately playing ouf and
playing #f the clubs, After that, { was getiing mie my painfing
for g while, There | decided to finafly finish my degree and then

¥ mewed on-modeling jobs, acting jobs and there | felt like ¢
found my niche when | started doing the interviewing, because

Susan Russell is no stranger to viewers of Chicago £
Susan plays off her blonde bimbo image con
Hhinking fhat it i all she has i offer. After surfi

{ was impressed with her control of the entir
show but this worsan s no bimbo. She s 8
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siage.
Go ahead. Admit it. You've seen it

of this last spring’s United Tour,

work het show , running i with a firm grip.
Afier we taped my episoda, | in tum Interviewed her.

APOSE" TV She's the hustess with the
masless, he oreator of Expose, a Chicago produced syndicated rock ! roll TV show. She's gt the big
hair, shiort skit and go-go boots, She's gotihe pink neon Expose skyn and two white columns on the

vincingly enough thal one eoold easily be fooled into
[ : % channels for years and seeing her “style® and or
“technique” with the likes of quests such as Vince Neil, | contacted her about promoting MK as a sponsor

® production. You'd never know it by just walcking the
smart, witty and deiermined. Above all, 5he kriows how to

A New York nalive, young Ms. Russelt stulied at 8 Music and Arts school, whers she fine tuned
her talents. She worked as a mode, an actress, and even played in a band. She continued her

sducation at Columbla, She went on o perform tn Chicago at the Randolph Street Theatre, She atso

pedormed at Sex Fest and The Blye Rider Theatre.

then Fm not just playing & mle even h | do enjoy acting.
And its somemin?;hirm actually good af, Today | w}gnyt on an
audition for a filmd {m st ivolved in it but | reatized i was a
little: bit more o do reality, more direct. Instead of & plod, ifs
riore the plot of the persor's life. You're leaming ihe history of
what peopie have gohe through, what their future is, what their
expeciations have been, their ups and downs,

AZ: Who was the best interview for you so fae?

SR: 1 guess my favorite has been Vince Neil and Motley
Crue. He was so friendly, vety caol, very laid back. We were
on his tour bits; we were havitg & great ime.

AZ: What about a bad interview?

SR: Sofar as the biy guys, | can't say anyone was bad. The
only thing | can say is that somatimes ['ve had local bands—
guys many times are immature, They dont have the
sophisfication wherte they know, “okay, you have to respect
anyone: you met on the set ‘cause you never know who these
people are. Whether they come across as somebody out of
Samcboy s gooes a4t Yo ions B o o

‘s gonrg affect you along the way.” S
the thing. If you're a professional and fen you know whoever
you come scross you have to have some kind of level or
courtesy or respect. And | think somesimes Ive had some
bands where the guys come in a littie drunk, or a little wasted
o a lille screwed up in the head and if you're golng to come
in fike that, then there attitude i going to be tad, if
have a bad attitude, thats what's going fo cut you short. You
<an have @ kot of talent but if you have & bad attilude you're not
golrgg b gt a irs he besiness, If you have a good
affitude, even it you're & dtle shy on the tafen, are
gonna #ry. Peaple are o help you along. There golng to
fell you what you ol do. They'R infroduce you i someone
2t a party. That's what It's aff about, 50 [ guess the worst
Tﬂtﬁ:wiewfve'hanwasius;mmm},smmw;mhaﬁ agoodm

messing with me or my siaft and me
1o say, "get vour ass out of herel® (laughs} Because | have o
play bugh bitch bass tady.

AZ: This show b your idea, you pretty rwch direct it7

SR: I'm basically the queen bitch of it. (Laughs) I'm
considered the Execulive Direch: | have people who give me
idsas, opinions and { golta bounce things off | get a lot of

5% Kits, | get & ot of e-malls, | get a hot of phone calls. A fot

peopie . There's & jam thing, | have
to cul and pick and choose. But, basically | came up with the
ldea. It was funny because { have 8 neon sign on my show
,and { love neonl And neon &5 a fittie frashy laughs). its kind of
ke Vegas, orstrip joints or whalever. But fen | was fike, “ya
know what? Fm 2 litdle trashy!” {Laughs} And | was thinking,
“wold the cameras work ouf with that? i was so wikd. And |
ot the artist in me 50 | got the Jackson Pollack background
and | got the fashion gt in me, 5o | got the reiro uple bar
stools. As far as creation of he show, it all mine, § had o go
shead and | had to think to myself, "How am1 going to do this?
What s my format?* Mmany times you come up with diffierent
ideesmi?ﬁm%goﬁamimin The Reader, Ifinoks
Entertainer, Eloctronic Media. | was i a convention i
Califorria which basically features all big names on TV So )
was at this corvention, | had a little booth and | got picked up

§
:
i

L)

oationally. m on
over 20 siations--in

New York Las
Veyas, California, afl
over the place. if's 2
really exiling feeling
1o know that you are
hitting olir
audience. hat
people are out there
and they're walc{ﬂu?ﬂm responding. That people are like-
“ohi ¥ really fike: you in the miniskit* or * really like this..."

You have ip take risks. You get a litfle eye candy, you get a
lithhe knowledge of what's going on. There was & fime !
fixed a Hifle mone hieavy duty with the intellectual, but | have
kind of cut back & (ittle now., I wanted to talk the existentialism
and the philosophy, but now { wanna blend &, | want it to be
entertaining, but | also wand if to be informative.

AZ: What's the best way for bands get a hold of you to get
on the show?

SR. A lot of people can do i through my website which is
waex posetvshow.com. People a-meil me, People send
me press kits. f've gota P.O. Box. Pecple call into the stations.
People see me on the streed. People just find me! What can |
say?l(laughs} It's just & constant flow,

AZ: What advice do you have 1o someone who wants o
start their own access show?

SR | woudd say to go ahead and get frained, You have to
know alf of the techinics you have & faarm what it's
ke o actuatly have a concept or an idea, what you should do
with that. You have to have relfisble people wivo are willing to
heipyw.mmenﬁyo_uhavemMemyouhaveme
commitment, 'cause if you dowt fave the commitment, you are
wasfing vour time. | have broken away from jusi Access.
Tthat's RARE! Tor Green and other people did it too; I'm one
of those raritiest {laughs) Ard basicalty it hes to do with is
gemkrgg?od%mm how peopie find out when

: Finally, |
mgem?ﬂmmumbsﬂmzmavAﬁmwme

SR: | don't have it on at this point in the geme because my
trmghtéztﬁd ﬂk‘iatheh";r;ﬁm lhavehe#\'%tk\? nﬂlgdanfsi!
would be oo confsing. 8 calied ®
Susan Russell' where e-mad me. So depending on
where they live~ some nights the stations do change. Out
hexe in tsftmsdnysatﬁg’\:mmdwm ot
{pm. So thaf's perfect You can sit’ and watch TV with
TV dinner or whatever. f you're & hausewife or you work
¢ mdshiﬂml mhwag\ammmgh?m#mm\om.
afionally it usually airs late y night, depending on
whereyo{nive.lfsihdo(cmﬂning,somju;ﬂeavenopen
for people 1o ask us.
AZ: So if people wiite to you, then you will write back fo
them?

SR: Yes, yes, yest Totally. | kve my fans. You cant grow
memﬂwmmmm?mﬂwmw
They give you everything and that's what ifs aff about.

“You can have a lot of talent but if you have a bad attitude vou're not aoing to
get anywhere in the business. If you have a good attitude, even if you're a

little shy on the talent, people are gonna try.
People are going to help you along.”




